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A Guide to 

Nonprofit Grants, 

Sponsorships, & 

Resources
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Making a Difference in the Community
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About Your Presenter: Cheryl Smith
1. Current: CEO, Dewlyn Nonprofit Services. 

2. Reach:  Training, start-up, and strategic alignment for thousands of 
nonprofits each year. U.S. Small Business Week Presenter for 
SBA/SCORE and Maui, HI. Training for faith-based, universities, banks, 
community-based organizations and SCORE chapters across the U.S.

3. Experience: 25+ years in Nonprofit Sector, including C-Level and Board 
Positions.

4. Education: BA, Michigan State (MI); MPA, Kennesaw State (GA).

5. Past Contribution: Secured millions in grants for small nonprofits. 

6. My Favs: Morning runs, books on the quantum field, metaphysics and 
consciousness, and making soap!

7. Other Wins: Mother to 3 amazing people & Nanna to 1 brilliant future 
leader. 
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Workshop Logistics

Run-Time: 70 
minutes

Q & A: 20 
minutes Presentation: 

Available thru 
SCORE
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Thought for Today
“Sometimes when you’re in a 
dark place you think you’ve been 
buried, but you’ve actually been 
planted.” 
Christine Caine
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Are you in the 
right place?
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1. You manage a small 
nonprofit.

2. You haven’t reached your 
funding goals yet.

3. It has been difficult to 
find mission-aligned 
funders.

4. You are just curious.

You are in the right place, if…
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Featured Resources

Where to Find:

üPrivate Foundation Grants
üCorporate Sponsors
üSmall Business Grants
üTechnology Resources
üAI Resources
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Grants
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Nonprofit Grant Databases

Foundation Center Directory
fconline.foundationcenter.org
$37.42 - $133.25 per month

Instrumentl
Instrumentl.com

$179-$899 per month

Grant Gopher
Grantgopher.com
$0 - $9 per month

Verified April 21, 2025. Pricing is subject to change. Visit the website for the most up-to-date information.
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Candid’s Free Look-up Feature Website: https://candid.org/find-
us?fcref=lr#lookup_form
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Grantmakers.io
https://www.grantmakers.io

Free

Nonprofit Grant Databases

The ShareWay
https://theshareway.com

Free - $119 per month
Verified April 21, 2025. Pricing is subject to change. Visit the website for the most up-to-date information.
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Special Category Grants

International Grant Search

Grant Select
GrantSelect.com

$150 every 3 months or $485 per year

Film/Media Grant Search

Media Impact Funders
Mediaimpactfunders.org

Free

Verified April 21, 2025. Pricing is subject to change. Visit the website for the most up-to-date information.
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Special Category Grants

Council on Foundations
 https://cof.org

Free

Verified April 21, 2025. Pricing is subject to change. Visit the website for the most up-to-date information.

Catholic Funding Guide
https://www.catholicfundingguide.com

$49 to $159 per Month
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Bank Philanthropic Services
Wells Fargo

Wellsfargo.com/private-foundations
Free
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Knowledge is only Potential Power.

It is not enough to KNOW.  

You must Know HOW.
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Grant Procurement Documents

LETTER OF INQUIRY – 
2-4 PAGES

GRANT PROPOSAL – 
10-40 PAGES

ONLINE APPLICATION - 
VARIES
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How to Position Your Nonprofit for Grants

Grants are financial awards given to support programs, operations, or specific projects. This 
funding is typically provided by a foundation, a government agency, or a corporation.

How to prepare for private foundation grants:
1. Private Foundations are “cause” oriented.

2. IRS Tax Determination Letter – 501(c)(3)

3. Program that is underway (in progress)

4. Partners/Collaborators

5. Grant Proposal (Budget and Board List)

6. Website
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Nonprofit Grants– Common Questions

1. Are you a 501(c)(3) public charity?

2. Describe your organization’s history?

3. Describe the program?

4. What is your program start/end date?
5. What is your budget amount?

6. Describe your target population

7. What outcomes do you hope to achieve?

8. How do you measure impact?

9. How much are you seeking in grant funding?
10. If awarded, how will you use the funding?

23

Where to find
Corporate Sponsors
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How to Locate 
Corporate Sponsors
1. Online Databases
2. Social Media
3. Local Businesses
4. Existing Relationships
5. Competitor Analysis
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Corporate Sponsors: Competitor Analysis

FeedingAmerica.org
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Search for Corporate Sponsors: Google.com

Forbes.com
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Locate Corporate Sponsors

DoubletheDonation.com
https://doublethedonation.com/companies-that-donate-to-
nonprofits/

The ShareWay.com
Free - $119 per month
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Locate Corporate Sponsors

The Grantsmanship Center
TGCI.com
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Search for Corporate Sponsors
https://nonprofitmegaphone.com/corporate-donation-opportunities

Nonprofit 
Megaphone.com
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Knowledge is only Potential Power.

It is not enough to KNOW.  

You must Know HOW.
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How to Attract Corporate Sponsors

Corporate sponsorships provide valuable financial support for nonprofit organizations. Here 
are steps you can take to attract and secure corporate sponsorships:

1. Corporations are “Employee & Consumer” oriented.

2. They love visibility

3. Develop a concise letter of inquiry 
4. Define What You Offer 

5. Prepare to Pitch Your Proposal 

6. Follow Up and Maintain Relationships 

Here are a few things you could offer:
1. Logo Placement

2. Product or Service Displays at events 

3. Content Creation 

4. Employee Involvement
5. Endorsements
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Small Business

33

HelloAlice.com USChamber.com
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NerdWallet.com
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LadiesWhoLaunch.org
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Knowledge is only Potential Power.

It is not enough to KNOW.  

You must Know HOW.
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Business Grants – Common Questions

1. What does your business do?

2. How much are you requesting in grant funds?

3. How do your services impact the community? 

4. How do you use technology in your business? And what technology would help your business thrive?
5. What are some of the challenges that you have experienced this year? 

6. How would support from this grant program impact your business and help it grow?

7. We want to hear what makes you proud of your business. What’s your biggest accomplishment to date? 

8. What are your Social Media Handles?

41

How are we feeling?
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Technology Resources
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Technology Resources

GoodStack.org
Free

Google.com/nonprofits
Free

44



5/14/25

23

Technology Resources

48in48.org
 Free
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Technology Resources

https://zeffy.com
Free
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Technology Resources

Grammarly.com
Free to $30 per month

Verified April 21, 2025. Pricing is subject to change. Visit the website for the most up-to-date information.

Notion.com
Free to $39 per month/per seat
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Technology Resources

Jot Forms
Free to $129 per month

Calendly.com
Free to $15,000 per year

Verified April 21, 2025. Pricing is subject to change. Visit the website for the most up-to-date information.
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AI

49

AI Assistance

ChatGPT.com
Free to $200 per month

Deepseek.com/en
Free

Verified April 21, 2025. Pricing is subject to change. Visit the website for the most up-to-date information.
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AI Assistance

Perplexity.ai
Free to $20 per month

Verified April 21, 2025. Pricing is subject to change. Visit the website for the most up-to-date information.

Otter.ai
Free to $30 per month
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AI Assistance

EasyPeasey.ai
Free to $32 per month

DeepL.com
Free to $57.49 per month

Verified April 21, 2025. Pricing is subject to change. Visit the website for the most up-to-date information.
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AI Assistance

Synthesia.io
Free to $64 per month

HeyGen.com
Free to $39 per month

Verified April 21, 2025. Pricing is subject to change. Visit the website for the most up-to-date information.
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Common Pitfalls to Avoid

Discussing common mistakes in grant writing 
when using Ai.

1. The information is not infallible.
2. Content may exaggerate what you actually do.
3. Always a good idea to have others review the 

proposal content with you.
4. Do not rely on Ai alone. Fact check.
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Recap of Funding Resources
Corporate Sponsors:
1. Google.com

2. Forbes.com

3. DoubletheDonation.com

4. TheShareWay.com ($)

5. The Grantsmanship Center

6. NonprofitMegaphone.com

Nonprofit Grants:
1. Instrumentl.com ($$$$)

2. The Foundation Center ($$$)

3. Grantgopher.com ($)

4. Grantmakers.io

5. TheShareWay.com ($$$)

6. Grantselect.com ($$)

7. MediaImpactFunders.org 

8. Catholic Funding Guide ($)

9. Council on Foundations

10. Wells Fargo Philanthropic Services

Business Grants
1. HelloAlice.com

2.   USchamber.com

3.   NerdWallet

4.  Ladies Who Launch

5.  Traditional Grant Databases
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Recap of Resources
AI:
1. ChatGPT.com

2. DeepSeek.com/en

3. Perplexity.ai

4. Otter.ai

5. EasyPeasy.ai

6. HeyGen.com

7. Synthesia.io

Technology Resources:
1. GoodStack.org

2. Google for Nonprofits

3. 48in48.org

4. Zeffy.com

5. Grammarly.com

6. Notion.io

7. Jot Forms

8. Calendly.com
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Final Thought
"It is not enough to be 

compassionate. 
You must act." 

Dalai Lama

59

60



5/14/25

31

61

1. Establish nonprofit organizations
2. Grant proposal-writing
3. Strategic Planning
4. Group coaching and training

What I do each day…

Cheryl Smith, CEO
Dewlyn Nonprofit Services
National Nonprofit Trainer & Coach

Website: Dewlyn.com
Email: csmith@Dewlyn.com
Office: 800-446-0323
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Thank You!

Copyright 2025
All rights reserved.  No part of this PowerPoint Presentation may be used or copied in whole or in part 

without the expressed written consent of Dewlyn LLC.
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